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Yamba SLSC Ocean Swim Day - January 2024
Photo by Elise Hassey




Bronze Sqilad
with Trainers James Forbes (Back L) and Kieran Lynch (Back R)

‘ Bronze Squad
with Trainer Kim Morgans (Front R)

Surf Rescue Certificate Squad
Trained by Jill Ennever, James Forbes & Linda Horton



Yamba Surf Life Saving Club Inc

PATROLLING MAIN BEACH YAMBA SINCE 1908
OFFICE PHONE (02) 6646 2463

Postal address: PO Box 219 YAMBA NSW 2464
Website: www.yambaslsc.com.au
Email: office@yambaslsc.org.au

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Yamba Surf Life Saving Club is a not-for-profit charitable organisation whose
main purpose is to;

¢ Provide a safe aquatic environment at Main Beach Yamba

e Educate members on surf rescue and resuscitation techniques

e Educate the community on water safety

¢ Provide programs for members that encourage education and
skills enhancement

Monies raised by the club are primarily for charitable purposes such as lifesaving
activities and community education and also include the intangible benefits
derived from members joining a Surf Life Saving Club.

NOTICE OF MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 116" Annual General Meeting of Yamba
Surf Life Saving Club Inc will be held at the Clubhouse, Main Beach
Yamba on Sunday, August 11, 2024 commencing at 2.00pm.

(Only Active members, Reserve Active, Long Service and Life Members - as well as elected office
bearers - are permitted to vote at the AGM. ‘Active’ members are those who hold a Bronze Medallion,
fulfil patrol requirements and are proficient for the current season.)

AGENDA
+ Opening of the meeting by the Chairperson
» Apologies
+ Adoption of Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting
 Presentation of Annual Report
« Presentation of Income and Expenditure Statement and Balance Sheet
* Notice of Motion

(i) That affiliation be sought for the 2024-25 season with Surf Life Saving Far North Coast
Branch. Further that the Articles, Constitution, By-Laws, Regulations and Resolutions,
together with the awards and equipment of Surf Life Saving Australia and affiliated
States and Branches, be accepted without reservation.

Presentation of Long Service Awards

Election of Office Bearers for season 2024-25

« General Business as may be transacted according to the rules

Leah Essex
Director of Administration




Yamba Surf Life Saving Club Inc.
Affiliated with the Far North Coast Branch of Surf Life Saving NSW
Patron
W.M.(Bill) Dougherty oam
Vice Patrons
K. Hogan, R. Williamson, M. Dougherty, D. Lee, A. Schofield, T. Sahlqvist, J. Baird

ELECTED OFFICE BEARERS FOR SEASON 2023-24
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman Joe Dougherty
Administration Leah Essex
Life Saving Frankie Aird
Education Jill Ennever
Junior Activities James Kemp

Assistant Secretary
N/A
Registrar
Cathy Dougherty
Club Vice Captain
N/A
U/19 Captain
Millie Speirs
Boat Captain
Jo King
Boat Vice Captain
Ray Wiblen
IRB Captain
Trent Stainlay
IRB Vice Captain
Thore Kemp

Deputy Chairman Chris Moran

Finance Tim Small

Surf Sports Jim Dougherty oAmM

Clubhouse Kim McFarlane resFes
Mark Rice apt. Feb

Patrol Gear Steward
Mark Rice
Competition Gear Steward
Jim Dougherty
Radio Officer
Peter Sweetman
UAV Coordinator
Rob Becker
First Aid Officer
Jo King
Assistant First Aid Officer
Bill Onslow
Publicity Officer
Sue-Ellen Hyne
W.H.&S. Officer
James Forbes

House Committee
Kim McFarlane, Brian Badgery, Mark Rice, Bill Grainger, Mick Moule
Social Committee
Sally Gilbert, Liz Macrae, John Macrae

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 2023-24
Branch Delegates: Joe Dougherty, Jim Dougherty Public Officer: Leah Essex
Sponsorship Committee
Roley Green, Alan Schofield, Leah Essex, James Forbes
Member Protection Officers: Chris Moran, Linda Horton
Child Safe Coordinator: Sean Newton-Thompson
Youth Development Officers: James Forbes/Trent Stainlay
UAV Equipment Officer: Mark Neander
Merchandise Officer: Helen Morris
Trauma Officers: Jo King, Bill Onslow
Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey Auditor: Skybridge
Licensee: Yamba SLSC Event Manager: Sally Gilbert (Employee)
Administration Officer: Sue-Ellen Hyne (Employee)
Caretaker: Ben Plunkett/Jesse & Emily Richards (Apt May 24)  Kiosk: Andre Rizk
Clarence Duty Officer: Peter Sweetman
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

It is with pleasure that | present the 2023/24 Yamba Surf Lifesaving
Club annual report - a season where we can once again proudly
say there were no lives lost whilst patrols were on duty.

The Club Board was unchanged at the AGM with the exception
of James Kemp coming in as the new JAC Chair to replace
James Forbes. We did see a change in our Clubhouse Director
mid-season when Kim McFarlane stepped down due to work
commitments. Fortunately, Mark Rice was willing and able to step
into the role and has followed on from Kim'’s great work.

Our continued focus on youth and education has seen our membership numbers
grow again, up to 580, bucking the trend seen more widely across surf clubs in
NSW. This is a very pleasing outcome and clear recognition of the hard work of
many people over many years. It is also testament to the fact that we have created a
great environment that people want to be a part of and enjoy spending time around.

On the Lifesaving front our patrolling members have once again done an outstanding
job. The demands on our volunteers is always a challenge but everyone went about
their roles with a minimum of fuss. It is quite extraordinary to think that we performed
over 6,000 hours of patrol and more than 600 preventative actions to go with 11
rescues. It highlights just how important and valuable our work is. It is hoped that the
work of the Education Team over the last few seasons will start to see some easing
in demands on our patrolling members as more members with more awards hit the
beach. In addition to this, there is an increasing awareness at a State level, of the
burden placed on volunteers. As we look to negotiate a new Lifesaving Agreement
for the next 2 seasons, there is some hope that we might see some more flexibility
and understanding, enabling the pressure to be eased a little further going forward.
Reductions in membership fees, free breakfasts and lunches, and growing the
number of nippers coming through onto patrols are just some of the ways we are
trying to ease the pressure at a club level.

Whilst still on lifesaving, | would like to acknowledge the work of our Emergency
Callout Team who endured some fairly challenging situations this season including
a drowning at Pippi Beach. Thanks must go to Dave Rope from Far North Coast
Branch, and the SLSNSW team, for their support of our members through this event.

Education has been a real highlight this year. The statistics will appear elsewhere
in this Report but | do want to acknowledge every member who assisted in training
and assessing throughout the season, led by Jill Ennever and Keiran Lynch. These
outstanding efforts were recognised at the Far North Coast Awards of Excellence
when Keiran took out the Trainer of the Year Award, and Yamba SLSC was awarded
the Education Club of the Year. | look forward to seeing more new members and
further upskilling of existing members in the coming season. The challenge now is to
find more trainers and assessors to be able to share the workload.

Our Nippers group continues to grow. It is quite remarkable to see that our numbers
have grown by 40% over the last 4 years. Well done to James Kemp who stepped
into the role and continued the great work done by his predecessor James Forbes. To
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grow the numbers takes a lot of hard work from the JAC committee, age managers,
water safety and coaches. This hard work is resulting in some huge improvements
in the water confidence and skills of our kids. This work is also evident in the club’s
strong showings at carnivals throughout the season.

On the competition front, the club hosted a Nippers Carnival in November, which
was a success, although the wind and rain did see an early finish to proceedings.
Our annual Yamba Ocean Swims saw some 400 swimmers participating early in
the new year. This was, as always, a great community event and financial boost
to the club. The club also hosted a successful Masters Carnival in February with
good attendance from Queensland clubs and some entertaining surf for all the
competitors.

Whilst our competitor numbers were reduced from recent seasons, our Country
Titles team performed beyond expectations to finish 3rd in the pointscore. This was
a great achievement by our Nippers and Masters competitors.

The State Titles at Queenscliff Beach in Sydney was also a highlight with the Age
Championships seeing a swag of medals, including the club’s first ever gold medal
in surf teams for the U/10 boys - a huge effort to knock off the city clubs. Not to be
outdone, our Masters also saw success with a substantial haul of medals won.

We had our biggest representation in many years at the Aussies on the Sunshine
Coast with some fantastic results. Medals to Felix Forbes in the U/13 board,
Jeunesse Meldrum in her Masters surf race and Pete Rheinberger and Kev Gillard
in Masters boardriding were the standouts amongst some great team and individual
performances.

On the social front, we have held several events throughout the year including a Trivia
Night, Book Launch and Podcast chat. Revenue from our functions has increased
significantly with Covid now in the rearview mirror. Friday night bar openings were
once again a popular event well attended by members and visitors alike. Weddings
and functions also provide a good source of income for the club. Thanks go to Event
Coordinator Sally Gilbert for her efforts in these areas.

I’d also like to acknowledge the support of our Office Administrator, Sue-Ellen Hyne
who makes life easier for all our Board members.

Congratulations to all the award winners from our Presentation Night, in particular,
Club Person of the Year, Mark Rice, and Lifesavers of the Year, Mark & Celeste
Neander - their commitment to the club has been outstanding.

By the time the new season starts we will have replaced the club deck as well as
some roof repairs and other maintenance. Thanks to Chris Moran, Kim McFarlane
and Mark Rice for their efforts in securing the grant from the NSW Government of
$125,000 for this work and coordinating the project itself.

The club wishes to acknowledge and thank all of our generous sponsors and
supporters. Of particular significance was the Merchant Foundation, which has for
many years supported the club anonymously. To SLSNSW, Clarence Valley Council,
the NSW State Government and the Australian Government, we say thank you for
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your continued support of Yamba Surf Club.

Thankyou to the Far North Coast Branch Executive for their assistance and support
during the season.

Thankyou to my fellow Board Members for their hard work and dedication. | am very
fortunate to have such a great group of people helping to guide the club forward.

In closing, | once again say a massive thankyou to all the hardworking volunteers
who make our club so great, and to my family for their support. It is very rewarding
to see so many people want to step up and volunteer their time and expertise to
ensure the club is successful and continues to grow. | look forward to another great
season in 2024-25.

Joe Dougherty
Chairman of the Board (President)

Life Savers of the Year Club Person of the Year
Celeste Neander & Mark Neander Mark Rice



ADMINISTRATION REPORT

In my ninth year as Director of Administration I'd like to extend a
heartfelt thanks to all the members of Yamba Surf Club, past and
present, whose contributions enrich our organisation and elevate
it to a respected position within our community - one that | have
always been proud to be a part of since | was a little Yamba Nipper.

At Yamba SLSC, our culture is exemplary, reflected in our impressive
member retention figures. This financial year, we proudly count 580
members, with 401 returning from the previous season. While we
celebrate these achievements, we remain committed to continual improvement.

Wl

This year, our focus has been on ensuring a supportive and secure environment
for all members. In alignment with this goal, SLSA has introduced two essential
policies: the SLSA Member Protection Policy and Child Safe Policy, accessible on
our website.

Our commitment to inclusivity was highlighted during our celebration of Rainbow
Beaches, where we adorned the steps and proudly flew the flag to signify our
dedication to embracing the LGBTQIA+ community.

Throughout the season, we’ve endeavoured to provide engaging activities and social
events for our members. Events such as Rory Gibson’s book launch and mental
health discussions, along with regular bar openings hosted by Sally, were warmly
supported. We also enjoyed a lively Trivia Night and our Annual Presentation Night.
Looking ahead, we aspire to host even more events, inviting members to join our
Social Committee and contribute their enthusiasm and ideas.

This year, we took our merchandise offerings online, aiming to reduce costs while
expanding the range available to our members. This was a large undertaking by
Helen Morris and has not gone unnoticed, thank you Helen.

A heartfelt thankyou goes out to our Board and all members. Special recognition
goes to Sue-Ellen and Cathy in the office, Sally for her role with the bar and functions,
and Helen for managing merchandise - these remarkable individuals have made my
role easier, and it has been a joy working alongside them.

As | prepare to pass the torch, | am grateful for the unwavering support of our
dedicated Board members, a passionate team of surf lifesavers who have been
instrumental throughout my tenure.

Leah Essex
Administration Director (Secretary)

MEETINGS

A total of 12 Board meetings have been held during the season. Board attendance at meetings was as
follows: Joe Dougherty 12, Leah Essex 12, Jill Ennever 12, Chris Moran 11, Jim Dougherty 10, James
Kemp 9, Frankie Aird 8, Kim McFarlane 4/7, Mark Rice 4/5, Tim Small 0.




MEMBERSHIP 2023-24

Category Male Members Female Members Total Members
Junior Activity Member (5-13 years) 72 78 150
Cadet Member (13-15 years) 9 12 21
Active (15-18 yrs) 16 7 23
Active (18yrs and over) 41 32 72
Award 27 12 39
Reserve Active 2 2 4
Long Service 27 3 30
Life Member 19 2 21
Associate 115 102 218
Probationary 1 1 2
Total 329 251 580

Vale - Bruce Muggleton
In December,2023 club members were saddened by the death of dedicated past
Yamba SLSC Nippers President and administrator Bruce Muggleton, at the age
of 81 years.
Bruce and his late wife Margaret formed a wonderful team working together
for many years to steer the Yamba Nippers group after joining the Junior Surf
Lifesaving movement at Yamba in 1972 when their children became involved.
Bruce and Margaret worked tirelessly as local club organisers and as Branch
officials as their four children Lyn, Michael (dec), John and Gabrielle progressed
through the junior ranks with Yamba SLSC.
Bruce held several positions on the Yamba Nippers committee serving terms
as President and Treasurer; for many years he drove the club bus to carnivals;
he coached junior March Past and R & R teams, as well as beach competitors,
including his son John who won several State and Australian junior beach and
flags titles.
For 10 years Bruce was the Beach Referee at the NSW Junior Country Titles
and for 7 years held this position at the NSW Junior State Titles. He also held the
position of FNC Branch Junior Superintendent during that time.
Bruce was made a Life Member of Yamba Nippers in 1987 and a Life Member
of Far North Coast Branch (Junior Activities group) in 1991. He served Yamba
Nippers with distinction for many years and helped build a strong foundation for
our youngest club members.




LIFE SAVING REPORT

It's been a huge season on the patrol front this year. Our patrolling
members completed an extraordinary 6,402hrs on the beach, a
significant increase from last season’s 4,812hrs. Collectively, 611
preventative actions and 11 rescues were performed over the
season, highlighting the important work our patrolling members do
each and every patrol. This season we had 8 patrol teams rostered,
down from our usual 9 which placed additional load on our patrolling
members. This meant that during peak holiday periods, patrols
were rolling around on a weekly basis. Despite this our patrolling
members continued to find the time, energy and enthusiasm in their busy lives to
keep our beautiful Main Beach safe. | cannot thank everyone enough who donated
their time this season. We couldn’t have done it without your support!

This season we had 43 ‘patrol award’ recipients. These outstanding patrol members
completed a minimum of 50 patrol hours and had less than one ‘no-show’ for the
entire season. As a special thank you, each recipient received a limited edition
Turkish towel embroidered with the club’s logo at our Presentation Night. A highly
sought after prize!

Once again, the Kiosk did an outstanding job treating our patrol members to a
complimentary meal each patrol. The significant cost of these meals was graciously
covered by the club and the amazing André Rizk. So please, don’t forget to thank
André next time you’re down at Main Beach. | hope this gesture offered by the club
shows just how much we appreciate our patrolling members each season.

On top of their patrol roster commitments, a number of our amazing members also
volunteered their time to provide First Aid and Water Safety at additional events.
These included the Yamba Nippers Surf Carnival, Yamba Triathlon, Yamba Ocean
Swims and the Brunswick Master’s Carnival at Yamba. A massive thank you to all
who put up their hands to help. These events would not have been possible without
your support.

Thank you to Jill Ennever and the Education Team for their hard work in running
our Skills Maintenance days. A huge amount of work goes on behind the scenes to
ensure these proficiency days run smoothly and that all patrol members regain their
awards before the 31st of December each year. Thank you again to the amazing Jill
for all her time, patience and diligence in organising these proficiencies.

For the first time since its inception, the ‘Life Saver of the Year’ mantle was jointly
awarded this year to husband and wife team, Mark and Celeste Neander. Mark
and Celeste have been an integral part of the Yamba UAV service for the past 5
years and have collectively accumulated 844 hours of flying. This season, despite
being overseas until November 2023, Mark and Celeste spent 106.5 hrs and 106
hrs respectively on the beach. They generously volunteer across two patrol teams,
significantly increasing UAV coverage for Yamba SLSC. In addition to their patrol
hours, Mark and Celeste also work closely with our UAV captain Rob Becker, to
ensure our pilots are up-skilled each season running training days for the UAV team.
Thank you Mark and Celeste for your phenomenal contribution to the club over the
past 5 years. We are delighted to recognise such pivotal club members with this
award.



Trent Stainlay, our always enthusiastic IRB Captain, continued to go above and beyond
in his role. This season Trent gained his IRB training qualification and successfully
trained a number of new IRB crewies and drivers. Thanks to Trent, our IRB fleet has
not been in better condition for sometime. Taking time from his busy week, Trent
always responded quickly, resolving any IRB issues that may have arisen over the
weekend’s patrols (and trust me, there were a lot). Thank you for your dedication,
energy and willingness this season.

Currently, Club President Joe Dougherty, and myself are in the process of negotiating
our Life Saving Agreement with SLSNSW which will determine our patrol rostering for
the next 2 years. This will see a few changes to our current rostering which we believe
will benefit our members and the community.

Thanks again to all our amazing patrolling members. | know I’ve said it before, but we
honestly couldn’t have done it without you all! Bring on season 2024/25!

Frances Aird
Lifesaving Director (Club Captain)

Individual Patrol Hours

Adams, Ceri, 49 Erbacher,  David, 745 Lynch, Kieran, 55.5 Purcell, Chloe, 36
Aird, Frances, 60 Essex, Leah, 55.5 Mackay, Heidi, 35 Rennex, Eric, 42
Allen, Lorraine, 28 Fahey, Joseph, 4 Macrae, Elizabeth, 38 Rheinberger, Peter, 1
Appleford,  Sarah, 30.5 Finnegan,  Grace, 1.5 Macrae, John, 52.5 Rice, Mark, 59.5
Batinovic, Hudson, 47.5 Forbes, James, 67 Mastin, Arlo, 485 Ridgway, Banjo, 445
Batinovic,  Macy, 37 Forbes, James Jnr, 21.5 McDonald, John, 75 Ridgway, Patrick, 53
Becker, Joe, 52 Forbes, Kate, 33.5 McFarlane, Tony, 56.5 Robinson,  Dave, 49
Becker, Katie, 56 Gibson, Rory, 57 McLennan, Anderson, 38 Roney, Mark, 4
Becker, Lucas, 375 Gilbert, Gus, 325 McLennan, Lindsay, 43 Ryan, Danielle, 7.5
Becker, Robert, 445 Gilbert, Isabella, 11.5 McLennan, Vanette, 52 Ryan, James, 7.5
Beresford, Bronte,  28.5 Gilbert, Max, 22 McMahon/ Saffigna, Dusk, 16.5
Brown, Mahlia, 225 Gilbert, Sally, 56 Willott, Matilda, 8 Sahlqvist,  Brenton, 0
Brown, Melinda, 34.5 Gilbert, Sienna, 39 Meldrum, Jeunesse, 58.5 Schofield,  Alan, 3.5
Butler, Scott, 61.5 Gillard, Kevin, 445 Miltiadou,  Andrea,  55.5 Scott, Jolanda, 0
Butler, Steve, 60 Gorman, Nicola, 45.5 Miltiadou,  Carissa, 19 Shannon, Kali, 37
Chapman, Belinda, 29.5 Grant, Bligh, 60 Miltiadou,  Logan, 48 Smith, Brittany, 19
Chapman, Josie, 48 Groom, Eliot, 51 Moran, Chris, 56.5 Smith, Georgie, 12
Chapman, Matthew, 14.5 Gunn, Colin, 52 Morgans, Kim, 11.5 Sowell, Alex, 25.5
Churton, Sonny, M Hancock, Natasha, 61 Morris, Helen, 41 Sowell, Sean, 43
Clancy, Victoria, 60 Hawley, James, 26.5 Morris, Jake, 335 Sowell, Tim, 44
Comerford, Rhys, 8 Hintz, Paddy, 54.5 Morris, Joshua, 0 Speirs, Millie, 41
Commins,  Alex, 20 Hoppitt, Terrence, 51.5 Mortimer, ~ Trent, 26 Stainlay, Ben, 48
Cooper, Bradley, 3 Houston, Matthew, 4.5 Morton, Clair, 30 Stainlay, Campbell, 58.5
Coram, Cindi, 4 Howse, Thomas, 11.5 Motio Robson, Jessamine, 30.5  Stainlay, George, 104.5
Corcoran,  Chase, 26.5 Humphries/ Moule, Michael, 37.5 Stainlay, Jeremy,  51.5
Corcoran,  Kurtis, 52 Opzeeland, Luke, 445 Neander, Celeste, 106 Stainlay, Jessica, 59
Coulson, Timothy, 1.5 Hyne, David, 52 Neander, Mark, 106.5 Steele, Nathan, 525
Crook, Braiden, 42.5 Hyne, Elizabeth, 48 Newman, Emily, 45 Tasker, Lillie, 22.5
Curtis, Leah, 34 Hyne, Sue-Ellen, 61.5 Newton- Thompson, Ellis, 4.5
Dalton, Courtney, 27 Johnson,  Candice, 55.5 Thompson, Sean, 61.5  Thompson, Kyan, 38
Davey, Tessa, 34.5 Jones, Dexta, 13 Nikas, Andrea, 44 Thorburn,  Michelle, 44.5
Day, Kealy, 49.5 Kemp, Ashlee, 68.5 Nikas, Jett, 415 Tucker, Warren, 60.5
de Billot, Pierre, 35 Kemp, Isabella, 45.5 O’Brien, David, 15 Varcoe, Roger, 59.5
Dean, Justin, 8.5 Kemp, James, 69.5 O’Brien, Kendall, 215 Wallace, Jessie, 34.5
Dean, Rachelle, 31 Kemp, Lily, 48.5 Ogilvie, Angus, 415 Wheeler, James, 65
Don, Jacob, 46 Kemp, Thore, 725 O’Neill, Lewis, 0 Wiblen, Raymond, 4
Dougherty, James, 2 King, Jo, 485 Onslow, William, 107 Wiblen, Theodore, 34.5
Dougherty, Joseph,  34.5 Klein, Helmut, 62 Page, Jazz, 15.5 Winger, Bobbie, 22
Douglas, Luke, 9.5 Kratzmann, Ky, 57 Palmer, Kirk, 59 Worboys, Joanne, 11
Dunne, Alan, 42 Kratzmann, Richard, 15.5 Patricks, Clinton, 4 Worboys, Simon, 145
Edwardes, Marcus, 38 Lawrence,  Alan, 49 Philip, Dale, 59.5  Young, Kyah, 26
Eke, Matthew, 46 Lawrence, Jane, 49.5 Plunkett, Benjamin, 55 Young, Mark, 7
Ennever, Jill, 235 Lovell, Christian, 30 Plunkett, Olana, 11.5
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PATROL STATISTICS 2023-24

First Aid Rescues Preventative Actions

Type Performed Type Type

Major Wounds 1 No Gear 1 Preventions 312

Minor Cuts/Abrasions 15 Swimmers Advised 148

Minor Marine Stings 30 Rescue Tube 5 Craft Users Warned 35

Other 1 Rescue Board 5 Beach Users Warned 39
Warning Signs Erected 77

Total First Aid 47 Total Rescues 11 Total Preventative Actions 611

PATROL ATTENDANCE AWARDS 2023-24

Ceri Adams, Frances Aird, Katie Becker, Scott Butler, Steve Butler, Victoria Clancy, Kealy Day, David
Erbacher, James Forbes, Rory Gibson, Sally Gilbert, Bligh Grant, Eliot Groom, Colin Gunn, Paddy Hintz,
Terry Hoppitt, Sue-Ellen Hyne, David Hyne, Candice Johnson, Thore Kemp, Ashlee Kemp, Helmut Klein,
Ky Kratzmann, Alan Lawrence, Jane Lawrence, Kieran Lynch, Tony McFarlane, Vanette McLennan, Mark
Neander, Celeste Neander, Sean Newton-Thompson, William Onslow, Kirk Palmer, Dale Philip, Mark Rice,
Patrick Ridgway, Trent Stainlay, Jessica Stainlay, Roger Varcoe, James Wheeler.

LIFE SAVING AWARDS 2023-24

SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE (22)

Macy Batinovic, Tennyson Becker, Mahlia Brown, Josie Chapman, Sonny Churton, Braiden Crook, Tessa
Davey, Giselle Dean, Frances Fenner, Kayla Hancock, Matilda McMahon Willott, Jessamine Motio Robson,
Zahli Plunkett, Chloe Purcell, Willow Rowney, Dusk Saffigna, Kali Shannon, Ellis Thompson, Kyan Thompson,
Jessie Wallace, Theodore Wiblen, Kyah Young

BRONZE MEDALLION (23)
Lorraine Allen, Hudson Batinovic, Joe Becker, Alex Commins, Cindi Coram, Rachelle Dean, Marcus Edwardes,
Paddy Hintz, Candice Johnson, Isabella Kemp, Christian Lovell, Luke Luchetti, Lindsay McLennan, Arlo
Mastin, Emily Newman, David O’Brien, Angus Ogilvie, Jazz Page, Andrew Reeves, Banjo Ridgway, Fraser
Robinson, Alex Sowell, Sasha Worboys

RESUSCITATION CERTIFICATE (2)
James Forbes, Kim Morgans

ADVANCED RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES (9)
Leah Essex, James Forbes, Sally Gilbert, Bligh Grant,
Celeste Neander, Pat Ridgway, Peter Sweetman,
Roger Varcoe, Bobbie Winger

SILVER MEDALLION PATROL CAPTAIN (1)
Sean Newton-Thompson

IRB CREW CERTIFICATE (6)
Joe Becker, Courtney Dalton, Christian Lovell,
Arlo Mastin, Banjo Ridgway, Lillie Tasker

SILVER MEDALLION IRB DRIVER (3)
Terry Hoppitt, Kieran Lynch, Logan Miltiadou

TRAINING OFFICER AWARD (2)
James Forbes - Bronze Medallion Trainer
Trent Stainlay - IRB Trainer

Far North Coast Branch
Training Officer of the Year
Kieran Lynch — Yamba SLSC
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EDUCATION REPORT

The past season has been another busy time for the club’s
Education training sector.

It has been good to welcome a number of new members who
gained their Bronze Medallion award, and also junior club
members moving up from the Nipper ranks who gained their
Surf Rescue Certificate.

We appreciate the time and effort our Trainers and Assessors
give to club education. This season Kieran Lynch has made a
valuable contribution in using his digital skills to enhance training programs and
visuals.

Two new trainers completed their probationary status this season to become
qualified SLSA Trainers - James Forbes is now a Bronze Medallion Trainer, and Trent
Stainlay adds IRB Trainer to his IRB Captain role. Both these members bring years
of lifesaving experience to member training.

The season kicked off with our well-attended first annual Skills Maintenance session.
This was organised again by Jim Dougherty in conjunction with our club’s Endorsed
Assessors.

Lifesaving education training started in August with a strong squad completing their
Bronze Medallion. This group included those who then joined a patrol team, as well
as Nipper parents who worked in Water Safety over the season.

In the Sept/Oct school holidays Kim Morgans trained a tight squad of SRC members
and two mature members who all gained their Bronze Medallion.

During the second half of the season a small band of Bronze and SRC candidates
trained together to achieve their respective awards. The SRC candidates’ previous
Nipper involvement gave them an edge with required surf skills.

Patrol member Sean Newton-Thompson stepped up to Patrol Captain status gaining
his Silver Medallion Patrol Captain award in the new two day program.

Let’s not forget the IRB team members, led by Trent Stainlay, who train consistently
to enhance our IRB capabilities. During the season, 9 Crew and 5 Silver Medallion
Driver awards were achieved. An impressive result.

The season ended on a high note with two Branch Awards being presented to
Yamba SLSC at the Far North Coast Awards of Excellence held in Byron Bay. Kieran
Lynch received the Branch ‘Training Officer of the Year’ Award. Well deserved. The
club also gained the FNC Branch ‘Education Club of the Year’ Award.

Over the past season it has been a pleasure to see members extend themselves to
acquire new skills and go on to make a contribution to club activities.

Jill Ennever
Education Director (Chief Training Officer)
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SURF SPORTS REPORT

Yamba had one of its best seasons for many years in the Surf Sports
arena highlighted by 3rd place in the pointscore at the NSW Country
Titles and record medal hauls at both State and Australian Titles.

We had a busy season hosting events with a Branch Nippers Carnival
in November, the annual Ocean Swim Day in early January and the
Masters Surf Carnival in February. There was a big work force of
club members to help with the running of these events and special
thanks must go to our IRB crews led by Trent Stainlay who ensured
the safety of all those who entered the water.

The Far North Coast Branch Titles were again held at Byron Bay over two days in
December. We had good conditions on the first day for the Nippers events but the swell
came up on Day 2 and when the weather deteriorated around 1pm the carnival had to
be cut short. Yamba finished 3rd in both the Junior pointscore and the Seniors/Masters
pointscore behind Cudgen and Byron Bay. The club won 20 events in the Juniors and
25 in the Seniors/Masters in a good warm up for the major carnivals later in the season.

The NSW Country Titles were held on the South Coast at Warilla Barrack Point just
south of Wollongong on the last weekend in January. A team of 40 Yamba competitors
made the long trek south and recorded some outstanding performances to finish in
3rd place in the pointscore with 24 gold medals, 23 silver and 13 bronze medals. Club
president Joe Dougherty led the way with 6 gold medals in Masters events closely
followed by Alan Dunne with 5 gold and Jeunesse Meldrum with 4 gold. In Nippers
events Clarry Dougherty topped the gold medal count with 4, ahead of Leo Dean,
Ziggy O’Brien, Felix Forbes, Mostyn Brown, Gracie McLennan, and Harlen Bews all
with 2 gold medals. A big thank you again to our carnival officials, IRB crew and water
safety personnel who made the long trip to Warilla to enable the club to partake in the
competition.

The NSW State Titles were held in March at Queenscliff for the third consecutive year
with challenging surf conditions for nippers, seniors and masters. Our nippers sent a
team of 23 members to Sydney and there were some outstanding efforts with the team
claiming 2 gold, 1 silver and 3 bronze medals plus two 4ths, one 5th and two 6ths and
22nd place in the pointscore from 80 competing clubs. Cody Kratzmann led all the way
to win the Under 9 years male surf race and moved up an age group to help the Yamba
team win the Under 10 years male surf teams — our first ever gold medal in a surf teams
event at State nippers level. The other team members were Leo South, Floyd Doyle and
Kenny O’Brien. Leo Dean finished strongly to claim the silver medal in the 11 years iron
man, whilst bronze medals went to Clarry Dougherty in the 11 years board race, Henry
Jenner in the 11 years 1km beach run, and the 11 years male surf team.

The NSW State Inclusive Championships were held in conjunction with the State Age
Titles and Maverick McLennan dominated the Under 9 boys events with 4 gold medals
and a silver medal.

Our veteran competitors also had great results at the State Masters Titles winning 1
gold, 5 silver and 4 bronze medals to outdo last year’s record haul of 9 medals. Jeunesse
Meldrum was again the star of the team winning the 45/49 years female rescue tube
and finishing an unlucky second in the surf race. Other silver medal winners were Joe
Fahey in the 50/54 years male surf ski, David O’Brien in the 55/59 years rescue tube,
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and the Over 170 years taplin relay and ski relay teams. Bronze medals went to Michael
Stubbs in both the 55/59 years surf race and rescue tube, Peter Rheinberger in 60/64
years rescue tube and Greg Goodwin and Ben Sullivan in the 55/59 years double ski
race.

The Australian Titles were held at Maroochydore with the club sending one of our
biggest teams ever resulting in a medal haul of 1 gold, 3 silver and 2 bronze medals. In
the Youth Titles Felix Forbes put in an outstanding paddle to finish 3rd in a tight finish
in the Under 13 board race final. Willow Rowney was a finalist in the Under 13 female
board race and finished in 7th place with Zahli Plunkett in the Under 14 board rescue
final. The two girls also combined with Kayla Hancock to reach the semi-final of the
Under 14 board relay.

In the Masters Titles our ‘older’ board riders had some great results with Kevin Gillard
winning gold in the Over 70 years long board riding event and silver in the short board
event. Peter Rheinberger won silver in the 60/69 years long board riding event and
bronze in the short board event. He also finished 4th in the 60/64 years board race.
Jeunesse Meldrum was the other club medallist with a silver in the 45/49 years female
surf race, to complete a trio of silver medals at Country, State and Australian Titles in
the surf race.

The Over 180 years female boat crew, The Boilers, went to Maroochydore searching for
the elusive gold medal after winning silver at the two previous Aussie Titles. However,
luck deserted them in the final in the very testing surf conditions and with a boat full of
water they rowed into 5th place. During the season the crew won every round of the
North Coast Boat Series in which they competed. It was pleasing to see sweep Ray
Wiblen get an Under 19 male boat crew together this season and they competed well
at the North Coast Boat Series. Hopefully the boys stick together and line up again next
season in the same age group.

The club again hosted the “Brunswick Masters Carnival” in February in very testing surf
conditions with 16 clubs from Mooloolaba in the north to Port Macquarie in the south
taking part. With a big team of 27 Yamba Masters competitors lining up we were able
to once again win the Brunswick Hotel pointscore trophy with 203 points from Mermaid
Beach on 162 and Mooloolaba on 80 points. In her first year in Masters competition, club
captain Frankie Aird won the Con Asmussen trophy for the outstanding performance
of the day in riding a big, dumping wave all the way to the beach to lead the field home
in the female surf teams event. A big thanks to the visiting officials who helped run the
event and also to our water safety personnel.

The weekly Sunday morning handicap surf race was again well supported by members
throughout the season, with our older nippers very prominent in the final pointscore.
Felix Forbes won the overall season pointscore for the Carl Schaeffer Award with 93
points, narrowly ahead of Willow Rowney on 91 and Dayla Chapman on 84. The monthly
pointscore winners were Jude Kemp (Oct), Leo South (Nov), Abe Patricks (Dec), Nicola
Gorman (Jan), Zahli Plunkett (Feb & April) and Felix Forbes (March).Thanks to Joe
Dougherty and Belinda Sanders for facilitating this weekly Sunday morning surf race
throughout the season.

With the competition momentum steadily building within the club again, | look
forward to seeing the solid training efforts put in by many members in the off season,
coming to fruition at the ‘pointy end’ of the new season.
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OCEAN SWIMS DAY

Our Ocean Swims Day was held on Sunday 7th January and fortunately favourable
weather and surf conditions enabled us to start events from Convent Beach and
Main Beach rather than Whiting Beach as in the previous two years. A good field
of 265 entrants lined up for the 700m swim with 186 participating in the 2km swim.

Last year’'s winner Bailey Armstrong from the Sunshine Coast again won both the
700m and 2km races from former winner, Lachlan Walker who was runner up in both
swims. The women’s 2km race was won by 17yr old Lilly Geddes from Upper Orara
whilst 16yr old Tayla O’Shanesy from the Sunshine Coast won the 700m swim.

Yamba club members who had a win in their age group divisions included Jeunesse
Meldrum, Peter Rheinberger and Hugh Dougherty in the 700m race, with Alan
Dunne, Joe Fahey, Peter Rheinberger, Jim Schafer, Matilda McMahon-Willott,
Frankie Aird, Jeunesse Meldrum and Bobbie Winger finishing as winners in the 2km
event divisions. The male Dash for Cash was again won by club member Alan Dunne
with Abbie Yourell from Evans Head taking the money in the female division.

A big thanks is due to the large club work force involved on the day and in the lead
up. Thanks to club Secretary Leah Essex for addressing much of the paperwork
needed for approvals, as well as again assisting with the tedious work in processing
entries and results. Trent Stainlay and his IRB crews did a great job setting courses
and controlling the swim area along with our patrol members. The various workforces
on the beach, in the water and taking entries, and all those assisting in catering and
other roles during and after the event all made the day both possible and successful
- thankyou! Special thanks also to my wife Cathy whose invaluable work behind
the scenes for many years has enabled the wheels of this event to keep turning
smoothly.

Ocean Swim Day once again achieved its goal of being a major fundraiser for the
club with more than $10,000 being added to club funds. Our valued sponsors help us
achieve this - Clarence Valley Council, Pacific Hotel, Westlawn Finance & Insurance,
Ray White Yamba, Belinda’s Store, The Stella, The Surf, Yamba Community Pool and
Coopers Brewery. This ongoing support enables us to cover the costs of running the
event as well as providing prizes to the overall placegetters and winners across all
the age groups. Thanks also to our club members for the work they do in seeking
this sponsorship from within the community.

Yamba Ocean Swim Results - Monday 7th January 2024

700m Swim Male Time Female Time
1st Bailey Armstrong 6.33 Taylor O’Shanesy 8.14
2nd Lachlan Walker 6.41 Zali Bowden 8.27
3rd Rhys Mulholland 7.32 Abbie Yourell 8.31
Age Groups Male Time Female Time
10-14 Will Hensley 8.31 Amelia Atkinson 9.17
15-19 Archer Ferguson 7.46 Millie Loughnan 8.49
20-29 Jay adams 8.55 Lucy Skea 8.57
30-39 Daniel Bannerman 8.33 Allyce Thornton 10.09
40-49 Hugh Dougherty 8.01 Jeunesse Meldrum 9.20
50-59 John Francis 8.37 Michelle Walker 10.26
60-69 Peter Rheinberger 9.17 Alexandra Evans 10.26
70+ Paul Mayberry 11.57 Monica Hardwick 14.58
2km Swim Male Time Female Time
1st Bailey Armstrong 20.07 Lilly Geddes 25.33
2nd Lachlan Walker 20.52 Zali Bowden 25.52
3rd Jayden Beaumont 23.13 Millie Loughnan 26.21
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Yamba Ocean Swim Results (cont’d)

Age Groups Male Time Female Time
12-14 Cooper McGuiness 24.24 Matilda McMahon-Willott ~ 31.16
15-19 Archer Ferguson 23.14 Abbie Yourell 26.32
20-29 William Bowden 25.43 Lucy Skea 27.18
30-39 Alan Dunne 25.57 Frances Aird 28.41
40-49 James Winney 26.38 Jeunesse Meldrum 28.10
50-59 Joe Fahey 26.28 Vanessa Teece 29.15
60-69 Peter Rheinberger 29.29 Alexandra Evans 31.17
70+ Jim Schafer 36.11 Bobbie Winger 42.38
Dash for Cash Alan Dunne Abbie Yourell
SURF CARNIVAL RESULTS

NSW COUNTRY TITLES - Warilla Barrack Point January 26,27,28
Pointscore: 1. Warilla-Barrack Point 2. Cudgen 3. Yamba 4. Broulee 5. Byron Bay
Yamba - 24 Gold, 23 Silver, 13 Bronze.

Gold Medals

1. U9 Male Surf Race - Cody Kratzmann

2. U10 Male Board Race - Harlen Bews

3. U10 Mixed Beach Relay — Nate Myers/Harlen Bews/Hazel Rowney/Archie Dunne
4. U11 Iron Man - Clarry Dougherty

5. U11 Male Surf Race - Ziggy O’Brien

6. U11 Male Board Race - Clarry Dougherty

7. U11 Mixed Surf Teams - Ziggy O’Brien/Leo Dean/Clarry Dougherty/Gracie McLennan
8. U11 Mixed Board Relay — Clarry Dougherty/Leo Dean/Gracie McLennan

9. U11/12 - Male Board Rescue - Mostyn Brown/Leo Dean

10. U13 Iron Man - Felix Forbes

11. U13 Mixed Board Relay - Felix Forbes/Willow Rowney/Mostyn Brown

12. 30/39 Male Surf Race - Alan Dunne

13. 30/39 Male Board Rescue - Alan Dunne/Joe Dougherty

14. 40/49 Male Surf Race — Joe Dougherty

15. 40/49 Male Rescue Tube Race - Joe Dougherty

16. 40/49 Female Rescue Tube Race - Jeunesse Meldrum

17. 50/59 Male Surf Race - David O’Brien

18. 50/59 Male Rescue Tube Race — Michael Stubbs

19. 50/59 Male Board Rescue - James Forbes/Michael Stubbs

20. 60/69 Female Rescue Tube Race - Jane Lawrence

21. Over 90 years Mixed Surf Teams — Joe Dougherty/Alan Dunne/Jeunesse Meldrum
22. Over 90 years Mixed Board Relay — Joe Dougherty/Alan Dunne/Jeunesse Meldrum
23. Over 90 years Mixed Taplin Relay — Joe Dougherty/Alan Dunne/Jeunesse Meldrum
24. Over 150 years Mixed Surf Teams — David O’Brien/Michael Stubbs/Jane Lawrence

NSW STATE AGE TITLES Queenscliff Beach March 7 to 10
2 Gold, 1 Silver, 3 Bronze Medals. 22nd in Pointscore

U9 Male Surf Race - 1st Cody Kratzmann

U10 Male Surf Teams - 1st Leo South, Cody Kratzmann, Floyd Doyle, Kenny O’Brien
U11 Iron Man - 2nd Leo Dean, 8th Clarry Dougherty

U11 Male Board Race - 3rd Clarry Dougherty, 7th Leo Dean

U11 Male 1km Beach Run - 3rd Henry Jenner

U11 Male Surf Teams - 3rd Ziggy O’Brien, Leo Dean, Clarry Dougherty, Henry Jenner
U13 Female Board Rescue - 4th Willow Rowney, Kayla Hancock

U13 Male 2km Beach Run - 4th Felix Forbes

U13 Male Board Race - 5th Felix Forbes

U11 Male Surf Race - 6th Ziggy O’Brien, 9th Leo Dean

U11 Male 2 x 500m Beach Run Relay - 6th Henry Jenner, Leo Dean
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NSW STATE MASTERS TITLES - Queenscliff Beach - March 13 & 14

1 Gold, 5 Silver, 4 Bronze Medals. 21st in Pointscore

45/49 years Female Rescue Tube Race - 1st Jeunesse Meldrum

45/49 years Female Surf Race — 2nd Jeunesse Meldrum

50/54 years Male Single Ski Race — 2nd Joe Fahey

55/59 years Male Rescue Tube Race — 2nd David O’Brien, 3rd Michael Stubbs, 6th Alex Commins
Over 170 years Male Taplin Relay — 2nd Nathan Steele, Peter Rheinberger, David O’Brien

Over 170 years Male Ski Relay — 2nd Nathan Steele, Greg Goodwin, Ben Sullivan

55/59 years Male Surf Race - 3rd Michael Stubbs, 5th David O’Brien, 8th Alex Commins

55/59 years Male Double Ski Race — 3rd Greg Goodwin, Ben Sullivan, 4th Nathan Steele, Michael Stubbs
60/64 years Male Rescue Tube Race — 3rd Peter Rheinberger

55/59 years Male Board Rescue — 4th Peter Rheinberger, Michael Stubbs

65/69 years Female 1km Beach Run - 4th Bobbie Winger

Over 170 years Female Surf Teams - 4th Jeunesse Meldrum, Paddy Hintz, Bobbie Winger

65/69 years Female Surf Race — 5th Bobbie Winger

65/69 years Female Board Race - 6th Bobbie Winger

65/69 years Female Rescue Tube Race - 6th Bobbie Winger

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH TITLES - Maroochydore - April 13 & 14

1 Bronze Medal

U13 Male Board Race - 3rd Felix Forbes

U13/14 Female Board Rescue - 7th Willow Rowney, Zahli Plunkett

U13 Female Board Race - Finalist Willow Rowney

U13/14 Female Board Relay — Semi finalist Kayla Hancock, Zahli Plunkett, Willow Rowney.

AUTRALIAN MASTERS TITLES - Maroochydore - April 15 & 16

1 Gold, 3 Silver, 1 Bronze Medals

Over 70 years Male Long Board Riding - 1st Kevin Gillard

45/49 years Female Surf Race — 2nd Jeunesse Meldrum

Over 70 years Male Short Board Riding — 2nd Kevin Gillard

60/69 years Male Long Board Riding — 2nd Peter Rheinberger

60/69 years Male Short Board Riding - 3rd Peter Rheinberger

60/64 years Male Board Race — 4th Peter Rheinberger

70/74 years Male Board Race - 5th Kevin Gillard

65/69 years Female 1km Beach Run - 6th Bobbie Winger

Over 170 years Surf Teams — 5th David O’Brien, Michael Stubbs, Peter Rheinberger
Over 180 years Female Boat Race - 5th Leah Essex, Jo King, Andrea Nikas, Vanette McLennan, Ray Wiblen

Jim Dougherty
Surf Sports Director

Yamba Masters Male Competitors
Masters Carnival — Yamba — Feb. 2024
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES (NIPPERS’) REPORT

After several strong seasons, our reputation as a good value and well

run sporting activity for families of Yamba and the Clarence Valley, m
saw near record numbers of Nippers with just under 180 registrations.

The increase in numbers was a challenge accepted by our incredible - ‘« ]
volunteers who support the Nipper program as coaches, age
managers, officials and helpers, with everyone leaning in to provide
education and development opportunities for all skill levels.

To help manage the influx of Nippers we made a few small changes to
the way in which we ran the season.

-

1. Tailored training sessions. We have had a really strong training program for many
years with a dedicated coaching team of Melinda Brown, Jim & Joe Dougherty
and Deacon Spicer helping our Nippers in the water. Lindsay McLennan and Helen
Morris supported our beachies once again. | don’t know where they get their
enthusiasm. The regular training sessions cater to Nippers looking to learn, Nippers
looking to improve and Nippers looking to compete. Matching our coaches to skill
level has seen greater improvement across the program as a whole and has meant
all our Nippers, new and old, feel accommodated and cared for.

2. Season of two halves. Leading up to Christmas we ran our Nipper program as usual
with age groups and dedicated age managers as we focussed on the educational
element of the Nipper season. Post Christmas though our Sunday Nipper sessions
were more aligned to competency and skill level. This allowed us to move Nippers
and age managers around based on their competency and skill levels, providing
more tailored support again.

3. What else? For a few seasons now we have encouraged our Nippers to participate
in other surf club activities. Initially this was mostly our Sunday handicap ocean
swim. This has extended to Nippers competing in the annual Yamba Ocean swim.
We have also asked our older SRC Nippers to support the Nipper program as water
safety and Age Manager assistants. All these activities have provided opportunity
for the Nippers to see that there is a lot more going on in the club than just Sunday
Nippers. It has also introduced our Nippers to older members of the club and helped
to develop better relationships across the club as a whole.

As always, we have had exce